Rwanda:  a paranoid regime steps up ridiculous attacks against the opposition Victoire Ingabire  

Since her arrival in Kigali, January the 16th, 2010, Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza, the president of the opposition party UDF- the declared candidate for the presidential election of August 2010- is facing unjustified vile attacks on behalf of the State media and the other affiliated RPF controlled media.  From the onset these attacks were focusing on ill defined accusations of revisionism, holocaust denial or genocide ideology. Later on, the RPF started exploiting vulnerable and traumatized people in inciting them to remonstrate and manifest hatred towards the opposition leader Victoire Ingabire.

To succeed in this scheme, the regime disclosed that the Gacaca tribunals might have passed sentences to some members of Ingabire’s family including her own mother. Allegedly, these were trialed and convicted in absentia but it was revealed in coordinated efforts to convey a sentiment of guilt to Ingabire.  

As if that wasn’t enough, they are resorting to personal attacks as well and to the most despicable defamation that clearly desecrate the right to privacy of the candidate, all in an attempt to marginalize her and force her to silence.

This situation illustrates however the way RPF regime normally conducts its business. It cannot tolerate any dissenting voice to question the despotic manner in which the country is been run in the last 15 years. In fact, RPF resorts systematically to lies – its forte-, manipulation and blackmail in order to silence the opposition. 

Yet, given the manner by which they are disparaging Victoire Ingabire, it seems that this time round RPF risks alienating core supporters. There is a certain dishonor in resorting to such top-heavy appalling measures with the aim to cast a shadow on the rival presidential candidate from the UDF.

Misinformation and lies 

For the State media (Radio, TV, newspapers) and affiliated private media (The New Times, Izuba rirashe, ...), the setpoint has been to  convince the public that Victoire Ingabire denies that the genocide  that was committed against the Tutsis and that she is an adept of the so-called theory of \"double genocide\". None of these media dared publishing or distributing the script of the candidate’s speeches or interviews in full. In fact, she is being denied the right of reply across the board.

Meanwhile, the same RPF’s mouthpiece is reporting that the government has established that Victoire Ingabire remains in close tie with the FDLR, the rebellion that has been classified a terrorist group. This is done in the intention to discredit her.  To this extent, these media refer in particular to the latest report on the armed groups in the DRC by a panel of UN experts. But the well publicized report is known to have been largely inspired by the writings of a certain Omar Rakiya, an agent of the government of Rwanda who worked on this matter on RPF’s terms. The report has been rejected by all countries in the region except in Rwanda obviously.

Recently a Norway citizen who was unjustly implicated in that report prevailed in court against terrorist accusations that were linking him to the FDLR and RUD-Urunana. What the government of Rwanda isn’t revealing to its people however is that RPF remains the side that is in touch with the FDLR for most of the time. Indeed, whenever there is an officer defection  from FDLR ranks (the examples of Rwarakabije, Amani Mahoro, …), this happens quite often in response to long periods of protracted negotiations between  government officials and the rebellion.  The RPF was actually represented in the Spain conference that was organized by NGOs in which Ingabire was invited also along some FDLR members.  Both the UDF and the RPF attended the conference. The FDLR were present.  The question is to know how the UDF ended up the only side being accused today to have entertained contacts with that terrorist group. The point is that this conference discussed ways of restoring peace in the region. Yet, in a drive to discredit the opposition, the RPF is as usual distorting facts related to this conference.

Abuse of vulnerable and traumatized people  

In an attempt to purport trivialization and crimination of Ingabire’s interventions, the RPF regime is using also another of his trialed recipe that consists in calling upon people from the background of the target opponent in order to further discredit him/her . In the actual instance, the chance was too appealing to miss.  Indeed, they went around and found a Hutu woman whose father was a sergeant in the FAR. This lady lost part of her family in refugee camps in Zaire when the camps were attacked by the RPF in 1996. Forcibly repatriated, she will earn her living for a while as a \"street sweeper\". Years later she would be designated a parliamentarian to represent RPF in the National Assembly. This is the type of individuals that RPF journalists are looking after to pass on the microphone for comment on the interventions of the opposition leader freshly arrived from the exile! What was she supposed to say?  Honorable Francoise MUKAYISENGA showed much zeal and obedience that she went on to confirm that her own sister who was killed along all her children during the attack on refugee camps had actually committed suicide! Unfortunately, the RPF does quite often proceed in this manner in order to mislead the population into believing that those who were bombed in refugee camps of Mugunga, Katale, Kibumba…committed a collective suicide. The victims of Tingi-Tingi, Kisangani, Mbandaka, ... all committed suicide!

So long the RPF is able to exploit traumatized people, there would be always some victims willing to air the defense of the executioners for the survival, which may lead the RPF to carry on believing that the people of Rwanda is too dumb to discern the reality. This is in fact one of many challenges facing Victoire Ingabire.

Blackmail and menaces towards people who were most affected by the RPF war 

The populations of Byumba and Ruhengeri (now the Northern Province) were most affected by the consequences of the RPF war from October 1990. These areas border Uganda from where the RPF launched its attacks. People experienced the horrors of war and for an extended time: displacements, revenge attacks, looting ... When the RPF got to power they were subjected to further acts of mass extermination (massacres in public meetings that were especially organized to that effect by the RPF elements, arrests and disappearances by the new authorities, ect.).  Today, the regime claims in unparalleled cynicism that if they ever wish to experience again the hard times of 1990-2003, they should go ahead and vote for Ingabire. They are made to understand that the RPF would repeat the exactions of those years. Then, what could be the reaction of these people following such a chilling warning? Poor martyrs!

A sentence passed on a Gacaca convict may in reality apply to all his relatives.

In the edition of January the 28th, 2010, the pro-RPF daily \"The New Times” reveals that the Gacaca sentenced the mother of Victoire Ingabire to life imprisonment in absentia. For the RPF, the evidence is clear and loud to prove that the UDF candidate is unfit to criticize the institution of Gacaca. The article leaves no doubt in suggesting that she must be committed to repeating the acts of genocide because she was born and she grew in an environment that harbored such tendency.  This way of thinking seems to imply that for the RPF apparatchiks the conviction of a family member in a Gacaca tribunal means in reality that his/her relatives are automatically liable to the passed sentence.

Gacaca trials are being conducted to push a certain political agenda. There is ground to ask whether Rwanda respects the rule of law. The use of the judiciary in order to discredit the opposition is elevating the Rwandan dictatorship to the heights of the practices of the Stalinism era.

Conclusion

It shows that the RPF lost it very much so at an early stage of the announced contest. It has already emptied a lot of wrath on the president of the UDF. Victoire Umuhoza Ingabire manages somehow to remain calm to this point. It seems however that if this situation persists she might be tempted to sue her slanderers for defamation.  Indeed, this may appear the easy course of action to follow for the accusations leveled against her are completely baseless. The fear is however that the dictatorial regime may then decide to resort to violence and proceed to her physical elimination. We shall keep her and Rwanda in our prayers.
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